Independent Reading Journal Directions

The purpose of the Independent Reading Journal is to
document that students are reading on a regular basis each
week, applying strategies while reading in order to think more
carefully about the text, and varying the genres they read.
Students should read at least 4 times per week, for at least
20 minutes each session. Reading can be done at school or at
home, but be sure the quality of your written work is topnotch!
Step 1: Choose a book that is “just right.” Write the title &
author of the book on today’s calendar date in your
Independent Reading Journal. Write the page number you are
starting with. (If it is a new book, it will be page 1.)

Step 2: Choose one reading strategy from your Reading
Masterpiece Notebook to use during this session, such as:

Step 3: Turn to the next new page of your journal, and write
the date at the top. As you read, you will document your
strategy use on that page.
September 8

Step 4: Read and Write! Document your strategy on your
journal page. When you have read for at least 20 minutes,
write down the page number you stopped at on the calendar
block. Shade the calendar date that has the title/author
according to the “genre color code.”
Fiction Genres
Realistic Fiction
Historical Fiction
Science Fiction
Fantasy
Mystery

Color
Red
Green
Blue
Purple
Orange

Nonfiction Genres
Informational
Yellow
Biography/Autobiography Pink

Color

Your calendar should end up looking something like this:

Notes to remember:
 Vary your strategies. Don’t use “stop and jot” every
day. If that is your favorite strategy, you may use it
more frequently, but must also show that you are using a
variety of strategies.
 Vary your genres. Don’t just read realistic fiction. Be
sure to include other genres, including nonfiction. To
meet the nonfiction requirements, you can simply choose

a day to read an article and use that as your nonfiction
text for one day. Then you can go back to your book.
 We will have Independent Reading Journal Conferences.
During that time, you will show me your journal and the
book you are currently reading. We’ll go over the
strategies you used and the calendar to see your reading
habits. You will also do a “cold read” at that time. That
means you will read a teacher-chosen random passage
from your book out loud without practice. Later on, you
will have an opportunity to do a “warm read.” That means
you will select a passage from your book to read after
you’ve had time to practice and rehearse it.
 Most importantly, be sure to enjoy the book you are
reading! There’s no need to stress and struggle! This is
a good opportunity to relax, read, and refine your
comprehension skills! If a book isn’t working out, then
you may abandon it and choose another. Keep trying until
you find a book that you “just can’t put down!”

