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Assignment 1: Fundamental Thoughts

Read pages 3-4, 6-7, 13-19

1. To what extent do you feel all individuals have the natural rights of life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness? What does
“created equal” mean to you?

2. According to Jefferson,
“That to secure these rights, Governments are instituted among Men, deriving their just powers from the
consent of the governed.”
a.
b.
c.
d.

Do you feel we need government for society to function?
What do you think is the main purpose of government?
How much power should the government be provided to meet its purposes?
How much of your individual natural rights are you willing to give up?

3. After reading about Hobbes, Locke, Rousseau and Smith predict how they would respond to your answers for question #2.
a. Thomas Hobbes would say. . .
b. John Locke would say. . .
c. Jean-Jacques Rousseau would say. . .
d. Adam Smith would say . . .

Assignment 2: Capitalism and Freedom

Read the introduction to Milton Friedman’s Capitalism and Freedom.

Then answer the questions below

1. According to Milton Friedman, what are the purposes of government? What does this list tell you about Milton Friedman’s
views on the proper size and scope of government?

2. According to Milton Freidman, what are two ways to ensure that we can benefit from the promise of government while
avoiding the threat to freedom?

Assignment 3: The Original Dilemma Read pages 20-26

video lesson: Original dilemma

1. Explain the original dilemma in your own words.
2. How much does the original dilemma relate to the current debate between an increase in security and privacy?
3. Read the quotes below and answer the question:

a. How much liberty (privacy) are you willing to give up?
b. How would you describe too much liberty?
c. How would you describe too much authority?
4. How much does an individual’s self-interest for privacy help or hurt society in this situation?
5. Does the ongoing debate over the N.S.A. demonstrate that we have a relatively open or closed system?

Assignment 4: Find two examples of the original dilemma in the news.
Original dilemma deals with the proper balance between liberty and authority.
For each example:
a. Provide the headline, date, and source.
b. Briefly relate the article to the concept of the Original Dilemma
c. Use the information from the article and your knowledge of the original dilemma to answer the following Essential
Question:
To what degree do individuals voluntarily form society? What are the acceptable trade-offs?

Example 1:
Source Info:
Answer to EQ

Example 2:
Source Info:

Answer to EQ

Assignment 5: Economic Concepts Read pages 27-30

video lesson: Basic Econ Concepts

1.

Why does a decision not have to involve money to be an economics decision?

2.

Is anything ever “free?”

3.

Imagine that Joe Schmoe decides that after high school he will attend a 4 year college and major in business.

Apply economic concepts to that decision.
a.
b.
c.
d.

What scarce resources is John allocating?
Create a T chart brainstorm the costs and benefits
Brainstorm how incentives may change his decision.
What is the opportunity cost of his decision?

4.
both.

What is more valuable a diamond or a bottle of water? Using the subjective theory of value make an argument for

5. To what extent do free markets create a “thank-you, thank-you” moment between buyers and sellers? How might “thankyou, thank-you” moments serve as feedback loops that create improved standards of living?

Assignment 6: PPC Read pages 31-33

video lesson: PPC opp. cost
1. A. If you were the owner of the pizza shop and
the shop was operating at point A, would you
be happy? Why or why not?
B. If a customer placed an order for 5 pizzas
and 5 calzones (point B) to be picked up in an
hour, can your shop handle it? How do you
know?
C. If a customer placed an order for 10 pizzas
and 10 calzones (point C) to be picked up in an
hour, what would you say to the customer?

2. Brainstorm ways that the pizza shop could reach
point “C.”
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Larry owns a local pizza shop that needs a new parking lot and
he decides that he and his employees will do the work
themselves.
3. How should Larry determine who works on the parking lot and
who continues to make the pizzas?

4. Why is there an increasing opportunity cost as more workers are
taken away from making pizza and re-allocated to paving the
parking lot?

5. You own a paving company that specializes in commercial parking
lots. You go to Larry’s shop to grab a slice of pizza and decide to
try to convince Larry that it would be smart to hire you. How
would you convince Larry?

6. Bob works from home making a $100 an hour as a head hunter.
His lawn needs to be mowed and it will take him an hour to
complete the work. Economically speaking, should stop working
to mow the lawn himself or should he pay the kid next door to
mow it for $20? Explain your logic.

Assignment 7: Self and Others regarding behavior

Read pages 34-40

“If he would act so as that the impartial spectator may enter into the principles of his conduct…he must…humble the
arrogance of his self–love, and bring it down to something which other men can go along with.”
Adam Smith, Theory of Moral Sentiments, II.ii.2.1, p. 83.
1.

To what extent is someone’s own interest coordinated with other people’s own interest?

2.

According to Milton Friedman,

“The most important single central fact about a free market is that no exchange takes place unless both parties benefit.”
Using this idea and Adam Smith’s views about own-interest and the invisible hand develop an argument that suggests that free
trade is the best way to allocate scarce resources to their most useful place.
3.

How big of a role does empathy play in free markets?

4.

The bank called lending tree, has a slogan that states, “When banks compete you win.”

To what extent do people in society win when companies compete?

Assignment 8: Free Markets at Work

Click on link to read “Free Markets at Work”

After reading “The Free Market at Work” pages 22-24, answer the following questions.
1. Initially why did John deserve two thumbs down from the invisible hand?

2. To what extent was John thinking selfishly when he created wooden vultures?

3. Would it be good for the economy if John’s initial business failed?

4. What did John do differently to receive two thumbs up from the invisible hand?

5. How do profits and losses act as feedback loops for entrepreneurs?

6. How does this story relate to the subjective theory of value and the idea or rearranging resources to create value?

7. Did John’s regard for his own interest eventually help society?

8. Should the government protect John’s wooden vulture business?

Assignment 9: Modern Dilemma Read pages 40-50

video lesson: Modern Dilemma

1. To what extent do command economies allocate scarce resources effectively?
2. Of the two systems (command and free-markets) which has greater ability to adapt? How do you think their feedback may differ?
3. The American economy is said to be a mixed-market economy, meaning it has a combination of free market principles with limited central
planning.
Provide an example that reflects the free market principles of the American mixed market economy.

Provide an example that reflects central planning in the American mixed market economy.

4. Summarize the modern dilemma in 6 words.

Provide an example where economic freedom is promoted in this country.
Provide an example where economic equality is promoted in this country.
Which do you think is more important, economic freedom or economic equality? Explain.

5. Which of the three options, command, mixed, or free markets does the best job of preventing concentrations of economic power? Explain.

Assignment 10: Covid-19 vaccine

Who will get the first doses of a coronavirus vaccine? Johns Hopkins experts have some ideas
By MEREDITH COHN
AUG 20, 2020 AT 6:07 PM

BALTIMORE SUN |

1. Click on the title to read the article.
2. Connect the 4 essential questions to the article
a.
b.
c.
d.

What are the relevant limitations (scarcities) preventing a better outcome of a given situation? Recognize the trade-offs in any given situation.
To what extent do people’s actions reflect their preferences? How might changing incentives change action
To what extent does having multiple individuals pursue their own preferences benefit or hurt our society? Is freedom of choice important?
What are the best methods of coordinating the varied interests of individuals in society?

3. In your opinion who should determine who receives the vaccine?
4. How do you think Hobbs, Rousseau, and Smith would answer?

Assignment 11: Types of Government Read pages 52-60, 61-69
1. Complete the Chart (you may find it easier to complete on another piece of paper).

2. Why haven’t all nation-states evolved to using one “correct” system?

Assignment 12: The Declaration of Independence and the Articles of Confederation
From the Declaration of Independence

Read pages 70-78

“We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among
these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.--That to secure these rights, Governments are instituted among Men, deriving their just powers from the
consent of the governed, --That whenever any Form of Government becomes destructive of these ends, it is the Right of the People to alter or to abolish it, and to
institute new Government, laying its foundation on such principles and organizing its powers in such form, as to them shall seem most likely to effect their Safety
and Happiness.”
1.

To what extent does Thomas Jefferson utilize John Locke’s ideas? Why were founding fathers attracted to Locke’s ideas?

2.

To what extent does the above portion of the Declaration of Independence relate to the idea of voluntary exchanges?

Use the diagram below to answer question 3

3.

The Articles of Confederation relied on volunteerism from the states in order to
function. Why did the Articles of Confederation function when the states were
at war with the British?
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Use the diagram to answer question 4

4.

Explain free-riding and how the concept doomed the Articles of Confederation after the revolutionary war. Is wrong to free-ride? Brainstorm methods to
create the incentive to cooperation.

5.

Is free riding still a problem today? Provide an example to support your answer.

Note: Psychologist use the term diffusion of responsibility when discussing free-riding.

Assignment 13: The Principles of the Constitution: Read pages 79-84
read http://blog.constitutioncenter.org/2013/02/why-james-madison-thoughtambition-was-a-good-thing/

1.

Complete the chart below

View Video:
Fear of the Concentration of Power
Federalism
Separation of Powers and Checks and Balances
Popular Sovereignty and Limited Government
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Use the Quote to answer question #2
“Our minds tell us, and history confirms, that the great threat to freedom is the concentration of power. Government is necessary to preserve our freedom, it is an
instrument through which we can exercise our freedom; yet by concentrating power in political hands, it is also a threat to freedom.”- Milton Friedman
2. How do the principles of Constitution demonstrate that the founding fathers shared Milton Friedman’s view on a concentration of power?

Use the following information to help answer questions #3
The main focus of Adam Smith's The Wealth of Nations lies in the concept of economic growth. Growth, according to Smith, is rooted in the increasing division of
labor. This idea relates primarily to the specialization of the labor force, essentially the breaking down of large jobs into many tiny components. Under this regime
each worker becomes an expert in one isolated area of production, thus increasing his efficiency.
3. How effectively did the founding fathers utilize the concept of division on labor and specialization? Is this important?

4. “Ambition must be made to counteract ambition.”- James Madison Federalist 51
How effectively did the founding fathers recognize, protect against, and utilize the idea of own-interest when creating the Constitution and the
Amendments?

Assignment 14: Convention Compromises Read pages 85-96
1.

Complete the chart

Assignment 15: Feedback loops and Repeating games: Read pages 97-106
How effectively does our government system utilize feedback loops to limit the power of self-interested government officials?
You may want consider in your answer, unlimited re-election, term length, and who elects/appoints who to office.
a.
b.
c.
d.

Members of Congress
The Supreme Court
The President
An official in any of the executive departments such as the EPA or the IRS

Assignment 16: Congress and Economic Powers Read pages 107- 118

The Origination Clause
All Bills for raising Revenue shall originate in the House of Representatives; but the Senate may propose or concur with Amendments as on other Bills.
Article I, Section 7, Clause 1
The Power of the Purse
The influence that legislatures have over public policy because of their power to vote money for public purposes. The United States Congress must
authorize the president's budget requests to fund agencies and programs of the executive branch.
1. James Madison was referring to the origination clause and the Power of the Purse when he stated. . .
“The most complete and effectual weapon with which any constitution can arm the immediate representatives of the people.”
How much so you agree with Madison? Be sure to find current examples to support your answer

2.

To what extent is Congress efficient?

3.

In what ways could the power to tax, promoting the general welfare, and necessary and proper clause be used to increase the power of the national
government?

Assignment 17: Read pages 119-129, 145
1. To what extent does the Executive branch function the way it was intended? Support your answer
2. Has governing power become too concentrated in the Executive branch? Use specific and current evidence to support your
answer.
Consider the President’s ability to create positions, issue orders, appeal to the people, and enforce laws. Additionally, think
about the expansion of the branch.

Assignment 18: Read pages 146- 156

View videos:

Judicial Review, Activism, and Originalism

1. To what extent does the structure of the judicial branch relate to Adam Smith’s ideas of division of labor and specialization
and the constitutional principle of Federalism?
2. Does judicial review advance the principle of checks and balances or does it pervert the original intention of checks and
balances?
3. Find a current example where the court has used judicial review to determine the constitutionality of a bill written by
congress or an action by the executive.
In our republic, should the courts have the final say?

Assignment 19: Types of majorities and Amending the Constitution Read pages 157- 169

Use your knowledge of the formal amendment process and the diagram above to answer the questions below.
1. Why does the formal Amendment process demand super majorities at both stages?
2. Is the formal amendment process too difficult? Should the Constitution be easier to change or should the system remain
the same?

3. The Constitution can change- but when or why should it change?

Assignment 20: After the Convention Read pages 170- 182
1.

View video: The Battle over unwritten power

In your own words, summarize the positions of both the Federalist and the Anti-Federalist.
Federalist-

Anti- FederalistWhat do their specific positions reveal about their views on the individual and the government?

2.

To what extent does the Bill of Rights satisfy the concerns of the anti-federalist.

3.

If a power is not mentioned in the Constitution who should have it?
What evidence does the national government use to support its adoption of unwritten power?

What evidence do state right advocates use to oppose the adoption of unwritten powers by the national government?

4. How did the 17th Amendment alter the delicate balance of the Constitution

Assignment 21: “A republic if you can keep it.” Read pages 183- 186
According to Ben Franklin, “We have a republic if you can keep it.”
How can you keep it?

Assignment 22: Private Property Read pages 199-214Online lesson

Private Property Rights

Money's 3 functions

1. Why is private property essential in free markets?
2. Explain the following quote by James Madison and relate it to the government’s role and private property.

“The diversity in the faculties of men from which the rights of property originate, is not less an insuperable obstacle to a uniformity of
interests. The protection of these faculties is the first object of government.”
3. Explain how the following quote from Frederic Bastiat is like the James Madison quote located in questions #2?

4. To what extent are exchanges of property in the free market different than the exchanges of property in government?
5. Should the government protect your physical and mental property?

6. List and explain three purposes of money. To what extent does money advance the idea of division of labor and specialization?
7. How do patent and copyright laws prevent an innovator’s dilemma

Assignment 23: Eminent Domain and Holding Out: Read pages 215-225
Online lessons

Eminent Domain and Holding out

Pareto Improvement and efficiency

1. When is it appropriate for the government to use eminent domain? Is it fair?

2. To what extent does the Constitution and the Bill of Rights prevent the government from abusing their power of eminent domain?

3. How does the takings clause lead to Pareto improvements? Think in terms of the seller’s marginal private cost and their shared portion of their
marginal social benefit.

4. Explain how eminent domain is intended to prevent “holding-out.” To what degree does eminent domain create or prevent a concentration of
power?

5. Explain how both eminent domain and the takings clause of the 5 th amendment create a Nash Equilibrium between the buyer and the seller.

6. How has eminent domain changed over the years?

Assignment 24: Types of Goods Read pages 226-232

Online lessons

Types of Goods

Tragedy of the Commons

1. List and explain the two basic ways that goods are classified. How does the producer’s own interest impact what is produced?

2. All resources are scarce and need to be rationed. Explain how each type of good is rationed; private goods, common goods, and public goods.

3. To what extent are public goods free?

4. Explain the tragedy of the commons in terms of an individual’s Marginal Private Benefit and their portion of the shared Marginal Social Cost.

5. To what extent should the government prevent the exploitation of common resources, what are the costs and benefits of such laws?

Assignment 25: Business and Resources

1.

Read pages 233-240 Online videos

Circular Flow

Circular Flow and government

“Being pro-business is not the same thing as being pro free-entreprise.” - agree? Explain why or why not.

2. To what degree is risk an essential part of allocating scarce resources to their most valued uses?
3. Do markets create incentives for people to cooperate? How many people does it take to make a pencil? How does this relate to idea of
Division of Labor and Specialization?

4. To what extent is creative destruction important in for society to make progress?
5. Do you feel that the government should bail out failing big businesses that are producing inferior products? Why or why not?
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a. What are the two markets in the circular flow? What are the factors of production?
If the equation for total profit is as follows:
Total profit= Total Revenue – Total Cost
b. What are some ways that a person can increase their total profits?
c. Does the incentive for making profits lead to an incentive to allocate scarce resources to their most useful places and eliminate waste or
does it promote waste?

Assignment 26: Profits Read pages 240-253
1.

Online lessons Profit Max. MRP = MRC https://vimeo.com/78245929

A. Complete the following chart
Each widget is $2.00 and each worker will be paid $8.00
B. Who should be the last worker hired? Why?
C.

Brainstorm some reasons why marginal production fell.

D. What might happen if the owner was forced to pay his
workers more money?

2.

Why does the government create regulations?

3.

What groups would support a congressional law that mandated that every house installs a specific type of energy saving windows?

4.

Create a T chart that outlines both the benefits and costs of a new law that mandates that every home install a specific type of energy saving window. Don’t forget
to consider the unseen costs.

5.

Does crony capitalism and “capture” limit economic growth?

Assignment 27: Supply, Demand, and Equilibirum

Read pages 253-266

Online Videos
The Law of Demand

Law of Supply

Equilibrium

1. As the price of a product increases what happens to the quantity demanded of that product? As price decreases what happens to
the quantity demanded of that product? Why?
2. Using the ideas of elastic and inelastic demand explain why we never have to worry a monopoly on bubble gum.

3. As the price of a product increases what happens to the quantity supplied of that product? As price decreases what happens to
the quantity supplied of that product? Why?
4. Why is supply really a measure of opportunity cost?

Assignment 28: Price Controls Read pages 266-272
Online Videos

Price Floors and Surplus

Price ceilings and shortage

1. Why do price ceilings often result in shortages? Use Google news to find a current example of a shortage. To what extent was
this shortage caused by man made factors?

2. To what extent should the government control the price on a Covid 19 vaccine? Brainstorm a list of costs and benefits of such
a policy.

3. Why do price floors often result in surpluses? Use Google news to find a current example of a surplus. To what extent was the
surplus caused by man made factors?

4. To what extent does minimum wage result in a surplus of willing and able workers?

Assignment 29: Shifts in Supply and Demand

Read pages 273- 285

Online Videos

Changes in total demand
Changes in total supply
Difference between the law of demand and change in demand

Government uses shifters to lower quantity
Government uses shifters to increase quantity

1. List the different factors (besides price change) that will shift the total demand of a product.
2. How can the government use each of the different factors to shift demand?
3. List the differed factors (besides price change) that will shift the total supply of a product.
4. How can the government use each of the different factors to shift supply?

5. How might the government try to increase the demand and Supply of a Covid 19 vaccine?

Assignment 30: Markets
Read pages 290-305

1. Make a list of both natural and man-made
barriers of entry. Why would man create
addition barriers of entry into a market?

2. To what extent do man-made barriers of entry
lead to mad-made scarcity?

3. Complete the Chart to the right.
4. What is better abundance or scarcity?

Assignment 31: GDP Read pages 316-327

Online video lesson GDP

1. Define G.D.P. and Final goods

2. How is G.D.P. calculated?

3. Why is real GDP a better measure than nominal GDP when trying to compare two different periods of time?

4. Why is GDP per capita a better measure than GDP when trying to compare the standard of living of different nations?

5. To what extent is the GDP an accurate measure of a nation’s economic health? Can the GDP be susceptible to fallacy?

Assignment 32: Unemployment Read Pages 328-338

Online video lesson Unemploymen

1. How is the unemployment rate calculated?

2. Economist claim that the natural rate of unemployment is about 4.5%. To what extent is some unemployment natural?

3. Should the government have concern with cyclical unemployment?

4. What are some of the costs of unemployment?
5. If there is an unemployment rate higher than 4.5% does that mean that high unemployment is a problem throughout the

entire nation?

6. To what extent is the unemployment rate an accurate measure of a nation’s economic health? Can the unemployment rate
be susceptible to fallacy?

Assignment 33: Inflation rate and price level Read pages 339-353
Online video lesson Money’s role

Inflation

1. Why do prices increase?
2. Using the equation MV=PQ, explain how increasing the money supply while all other variables stay the same, must result in an increase in
prices.
3. To what extent is the cost of living increasing compared to simply looking at increases in prices.

4. To what extent is the Federal Reserve to blame for inflation? How much are we to blame for inflation?
5. Who is hurt the most by inflation? Why?

Assignment 34: The Business Cycle

Online video lesson

Read pages 354-357

The Business cycle

1. Outline the 4 phases of the business cycle and explain what happens to GDP, Price, and unemployment rates during these
periods.

2. What is a recession? How much should the government get involved to prevent recession?

3. What phase of the business cycle are we currently in? What is your evidence to support your claim?

4. Should the government attempt to manipulate the business cycle? If so how, and if not why not?

Assignment 35: The Aggregate Market
Online video lessons
1.

Read pages 358-387

The aggregate market

In the space provided summarize Henry Hazlitt’s quote in your own words.

How would Henry Hazlitt respond to the following claim?
During economic downturns the government has to do something to boost the economy.

2. Nothing in the economy works in isolation. Relate this idea to the quote above.

3.

Please label parts of the Aggregate Market

Identify the following terms:

a.

Price Level

c. Aggregate Demand

d. Aggregate Supply

b. GDP/Employment

e. Long Run Aggregate Supply

Assignment 36: Various Perspectives Read Pages 365-377
1. Summarize the position of John Maynard
Keynes. In your summary explain the following
ideas:
a.
b.
c.
d.
e.
f.

Prices and Wages are Sticky
Animal Spirits
Paradox of Thrift
The multiplier effect and Government spending
“In the Long run we are all dead”
Boost Aggregate Demand

2. Summarize the position of F.A. Hayek. In your
summary explain the following ideas:

VS

3. How would Keynes and Hayek answer the question below?

a.
b.
c.
d.
e.
f.

Prices and Wages are Flexible- let them work
Individual’s know best
Save and investments in a future economy
The pretence of knowledge
Fear mal-investments and high prices
Let individuals supply others with what we want

Assignment 37: Views on the Long Run Aggregate Supply
Classical LRAS

Keynesian LRAS

Read Pages: 378 387
Phases of the LRAS

1. Diagram the Long Run Aggregate Supply (LRAS) curve according to Keynes
When AD drops what happens GDP and employment levels?

When AD drops what happens to price level?

2. Diagram the Long Run Aggregate Supply (LRAS) curve according to Classical Economist
When AD drops what happens GDP and employment levels?

When AD drops what happens to price level?
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3.

Assignment 38: Fiscal Policy Read pages 388-390
Online video lessons
Fiscal and Monetary Policy during Recession
Fiscal and Monetary Policy during Expansion

Congress and Fiscal Policy
1. What are the two main methods of fiscal policy that Congress uses to impact the economy?

2. How does Congressional tax policy impact Aggregate demand?

3. What happens to the demand of the government if Congress increases spending?

4. According to Keynes what would be the proper fiscal policy during periods of recession? What are the costs of such
policies?

5. According to Keynes what would be the proper fiscal policy during inflationary periods? What are the costs of such
policies?

Assignment 39: The Federal Reserve and Monetary policy Read pages 396-397, 397-403
Online video lessons
Fiscal and Monetary Policy during Recession
Fiscal and Monetary Policy during Expansion

1. What are some methods that the Federal uses to increase or decrease the money supply? Should the Federal Reserve have
such power? Why or why not?

2. According to Keynes what is the proper monetary policy during periods of recession? Easy money or tight money? Why?

3. According to Keynes what is the proper monetary policy during inflationary periods? Easy money or tight money? Why?

4. Review back to previous pages in this unit and explain what Hayek would say about artificial interest rates.
5. To what degree should the Federal Reserve make decisions regarding money supply?

Assignment 40: Supply-side Economics Read pages 404 to 406

1. What is the biggest difference between Keynesians and Supply-siders?

2. In theory if Aggregate supply increases what will happen to employment levels, GDP, and price levels?

3. To what extent can the government increase Aggregate Supply?

Assignment 41: Tax and Spend Read pages 407 to 417
1. Identify the different types of taxes
a.

Progressive

b. Regressive

c. Flat

2. To what extent should the government use its power to tax to accomplish the following goals:

a. Influence behavior

b. Raise Revenue

c. Rearrange income

3. Identify the different types of spending

A.

Mandatory

B. Discretionary

4. Identify the following items
A.
B.
C.

Budget Surplus
Budget Deficits
Debt

5. Why is deficit spending politically appealing?

C. Earmarks

D. Pork Barrel

Assignment 42: Read Pages 419-438
1. Define Politics
2. To what extent is political activity like economic activity.
3. Is the consumer’s act of making a purchase similar to the act of voting? Is it different?
4. Do political labels such as conservative or liberal limit growth and create a more closed-minded people? Explain
5. Complete the chart below only using 6 words per box
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6. With regards to your core topic, explain the perspectives of both liberals (Democrats) and conservatives (Republicans).

7. Diagram and explain the political spectrum located on page 426.

Assignment 43: Political Parties Read Pages 439-441
1. What is a political Party? Do political parties enhance or hinder the principles of the Constitution?
2. Rank and Explain the 5 main roles/purposes of political parties

3. How much do the political parties impact the principle of a separation of powers with checks and balances?
4. What political would support your proposal? Explain your logic.

Assignment 44: Political Parties Read Pages 441-445
1. How do interest groups impact our system?
2. What is a lobbyist?
3. Explain how interest groups are similar and differ from Political parties.
4. Research the interest groups that have a special interest in your specific topic.
http://votesmart.org/interest-groups
Which groups would be supportive of your proposal and which groups would disagree with your ideas? Explain your logic.

Assignment 45: Read Pages 446-459
1.

To what extent is raising money correlated with winning elections? What does this suggest?

2.

Despite the low approval ratings of Congress why do people re-elect members of Congress? Make a list of explanations.

3. Define the following terms:
Political Action Committee (PACS)

Hard Money

Soft Money

Dark Money

Issue Ads

527 committees

Super PACS
To what extent should the spending of money on campaigns protected by the first amendment?

4. Explain the Bipartisan Campaign Reform Act
Goal:
How it intends to achieve goal:

Has it achieved the goal? Or did it make the situation worse?

5. Relate BCRA to the capture theory from unit 3.

Assignment 46: Influencing thought

Read Pages 460-476

1. Explain the idea of rational ignorance and how candidates use this idea to shape their campaigns.
2. Is propaganda an effective tool? Why or why not?
3.
a.
b.
c.

Find an example of propaganda and your topic.
Print out the example
Determine the message of the propaganda
What technique is being employed?

4. Is the media is biased? Provide support for your position.

5. How can the media shape the news?
6. Research at least 1 news report about your topic. Do you feel that the media took a biased or unbiased approach to the
story? Provide example.

Assignment 47: Read Pages 477-488
1. Create a timeline that charts the key events during an election year.
2. Research each party’s platform. What has each political party said about your core topic?

3. Is the median voter in the general election underrepresented? Please provide support.

4. To what extent do candidates try to represent the median voter?

