To Kill a Mockingbird Questions Chapters 27-31

1.  What events occur that involve Bob Ewell at the beginning of Chapter 27?

·  Bob is fired from WPA (Works Progress Administration).  He returns to getting a welfare check and is extremely rude.  He still holds a grudge about what Atticus said at the trial.  
· There was a noise in the backyard of Judge Taylor’s house.  

· Helen Robinson had to walk a mile out of the way of the Ewell’s house in order to get to her job that Mr. Deas provided for her.  Mr. Ewell “chuncked” at her the first time she tried to go by.  
2. What has become of Helen Robinson?

Helen is working for Mr. Deas, even tho. he didn’t need her.  He found a position for her.  He found out that she is being harassed by Mr. Ewell, so he walks her home to protect her.  Helen becomes his cook.  Mr. Deas yells at MR. Ewell when he was harassing Helen and he didn’t give her any trouble after that encounter.  
3. Why is there a Halloween pageant this year? What happened last year that caused the pageant to occur this year? 

The town decided to create an organized event this year at the high school.  The event would include a pageant for grown-ups, apple bobbing, taffy-pulling, and pin the tail on the donkey.  There would be a prize of 25 cents for the best costume.  Last year a few children played a prank on Misses Tuttie and Fruitt and hid their furniture in the basement.
4. What is Scout’s costume for the pageant? What restrictions does it have?

She is a ham.  Mrs. Crenshaw took some chicken wire and bent it inot the shape of a cured ham.  This she covered with brown cloth, and painted it to resemble the original.  I came to her knees.  It was hot, it was a close fit, and if her nose itched, then she couldn’t scratch it once she was in the costume.  
4. Why do Scout and Jem stay at the school until almost everyone else has gone?

Scout is embarrassed because she entered the stage late and she was mortified.  Mrs. Merriweather made her feel bad and told her that she ruined her play.
5. What happens to Jem and Scout on the way home from the pageant?

They are walking and hear someone following them.  They stopped walking and the noise went away.  Then they were attacked by someone who had strong arms but a soft belly and Scout smelled the whiskey.  A fourth person was there tho. And picked up Jem and ran him home.  Jem was unconscious.  

6.  What did Mr. Heck Tate find under the tree?

Scouts dress, parts of Scouts costume, and Mr. Bob Ewell dead with a knife in his ribs.
7. Why did Bob Ewell go after Jem and Scout instead of Atticus?

He went after easy prey that he felt like couldn’t fight back.  He pestered a color woman, the judge in the dark, and now children in the dark.  
8. How does Scout realize that the man standing in the corner of Jem’s room is Arthur Radley?

He was pale and fit all of the descriptions of Boo Radley.
9. What are Heck Tate and Atticus arguing about?  Why is each man so stubborn in his position? Who finally wins and how?

Who killed Mr. Ewell.  Atticus doesn’t want to cover up the situation and Mr. Tate said that Mr. Ewell fell on his knife.  Mr. Tate wins.
10. Why does Atticus say to Arthur, “Thank you for my children.” What role did Arthur have in the evening’s events?

Arthur killed Mr. Ewell, but Mr. Tate said that it would be like killing a mockingbird if they put Mr. Radley in the spotlight.  That would kill him and he is an innocent perons trying to do the right thing.  
11. Scout arranges things so that "if Miss Stephanie Crawford is watching from her

upstairs window, she would see Arthur Radley escorting [her] down the sidewalk, as

any gentleman would do.”  Why does she do that?

She wants it to seem like Boo was escorting her and that he was the adult.  She didn’t want him to be embarrassed that he was escorted by an 8-yr-old.
12. What does Scout see and realize when she looks down the street from the Radley house? What is symbolic about standing on the Radley house? What is symbolic about standing on the Radley porch?

This shows that Scout has grown up and that she is looking at the world from Boo’s perspective.
