626

PRIMARY SOURCE 19.3

Petition of the French Jews

In August 1789 the legislators of the French Revolution ad-
opted the Declaration of the Rights of Man and of the Citi-
zen, enshrining full legal equality under the law for French
citizens. Who exactly could become a citizen and what rights
they might enjoy quickly became contentious issues. After
granting civil rights to Protestants in December 1789, the
National Assembly began to consider the smaller but more
controversial population of French Jews. Eager to become
citizens in their own right, the Jews of Paris, Alsace, and
Lorraine presented a joint petition to the National Assembly
in January 1790.

@ a great question is pending before the supreme tribu-
nal of France. Will the Jews be citizens or not? . . .

In general, civil rights are entirely independent from
religious principles. And all men of whatever religion,
whatever sect they belong to, whatever creed they prac-
tice, provided that their creed, their sect, their religion
does not offend the principles of a pure and severe moral-
ity, all these men, we say, equally able to serve the father-
land, defend its interests, contribute to its splendor, should
all equally have the titie and the rights of citizen. . . .

Reflect, then, on the condition of the Jews. Excluded
from all the professions, ineligible for all the positions,
deprived even of the capacity to acquire property, not
daring and not being able to sell openly the merchandise
of their commerce, to what extremity are you reducing
them? You do not want them to die, and yet you refuse

World War and Republican
France, 1791-1799

Why and how did the French Revolution take a
radical turn entailing terror at home and war
with European powers?

When Louis XVI accepted the National Assembly’s
constitution in September 1791, a young provincial
lawyer and delegate named Maximilien Robespierre
(1758-1794) concluded that “the Revolution is over.”
Robespicrre was right in the sense that the most con-
structive and lasting reforms were in place. Yet he was
wrong in suggesting that turmoil had ended, for a
much more radical stage lay ahead, one that would
bring war with foreign powers, terror at home, and a

transformation in France’s government.

them the means to live: you refuse them the means, ang
you crush them with taxes. You leave them therefore
really no other resource than usury [lending money witp,
interest]. ...

Everything is changing; the lot of the Jews must
change at the same time; and the people will not be more
surprised by this particular change than by all those which
they see around them everyday. This is therefore the mg-
ment, the true moment to make justice triumph: attach
the improvement of the lot of the Jews to the revolution;
amalgamate, so to speak, this partial revolution to the
general revolution. Bl

EVALUATE THE EVIDENCE

1. On what basis do the Jews of Paris, Alsace, and
Lorraine argue for their inclusion in citizenship rights?
How do they describe the constraints of the Jewish
population prior to the Revolution?

2. What other groups were excluded from full rights prior
to the French Revolution, and how were they treated
by the National Assembly?

Source: Excerpt from pp. 93, 95-97 in The French Revolution and Human Rights:
A Brief Documentary History, edited, translated, and with an introduction by
Lynn Hunt. Copyright © 1996 by Bedford Books of St. Martin's Press. Used by
permission of the publisher.

The International Response

The outbreak of revolution in France produced great
excitement and a sharp division of opinion in Europe
and the United States. On the one hand, liberals and
radicals saw a mighty triumph of liberty over despo-
tism. On the other hand, conservative leaders such as
British statesman Edmund Burke (1729-1797) were
intensely troubled. In 1790 Burke published Reflections
on the Revolution in France, in which he defended in-
herited privileges. He glorified Britain’s unrepresen-
tative Parliament and predicted that reform like that
occurring in France would lead only to chaos and
tyranny.

One passionate rebuttal came from a young writer
in London, Mary Wollstonecraft (1759-1797). In-
censed by Burke’s book, Wollstonecraft (WOOL-
stuhn-kraft) wrote a blistering attack, A Vindication of
the Rights of Man (1790). Two years later, she published
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her masterpiece, A Vindication of the Rights of Woman

(1792). Like de Gouges in France, Wollstonecraft de-

manded equal rights for women. She also advocated

coeducation out of the belief that it would make
women better wives and mothers, good citizens, and
economically independent. Considered very radical
for the time, the book became a founding text of the
feminist movement.

The kings and nobles of continental Europe, who
had at first welcomed the Revolution in France as
weakening a competing power, now feared its impact.
In June 1791 the royal family was arrested and returned
to Paris after trying to slip out of France. To supporters
of the Revolution, the attempted flight was proof that
the king was treacherously seeking foreign support for
an invasion of France. To the monarchs of Austria and
Prussia, the arrest of a crowned monarch was unac-
ceptable. Two months later they issued the Declaration
of Pillnitz, which professed their willingness to inter-
vene in France to restore Louis XVT’s rule if necessary.

Tt was expected to have a sobering effect on revolution-
ary France without causing war.

But the crowned heads of Europe misjudged the
situation. The new French representative body, called
the Legislative Assembly, that convened in October
1791 had new delegates and a different character.
Although the delegates were still prosperous, well-
educated middle-class men, they were younger and less
cautious than their predecessors. Many of them be-
longed to the political Jacobin Club. Such clubs had
proliferated in Parisian neighborhoods since the begin-
ning of the Revolution, drawing men and women to
debate the political issues of the day.

Jacobins and other deputies reacted with patriotic
fury to the Declaration of Pillnitz. They said that if the
kings of Europe were attempting to incite war against
France, then “we will incite a war of people against
kings. . . . Ten million Frenchmen, kindled by the fire
of liberty, armed with the sword, with reason, with
eloquence would be able to change the face of the
world and make the tyrants tremble on their thrones.”
In April 1792 France declared war on Francis 11, the
Hﬁlbsburg monarch,

France’s crusade against tyranny went poorly at
fitst. Prugsia joined Austria against the French, who
broke and fled at their first military encounter with
this First Coalition of foreign powers united against
the Revolution. The Legislative Assembly declared the
tountry in danger, and volunteers rallied to the capital.

n this wartime atmosphere, rumors of treason by the

s g and queen spread in Paris. On August 10, 1792,
“Irff\'ﬁll.llzionary crowd attacked the royal palace at the
Hilerje (TWEE-luh-reez), while the royal family fled
LO the Legislative Assembly. Rather than offering ref-
8% the Assembly suspended the king from all his

World War and Republican France, 1791-1799

functions, imprisoned him, and called for a constitu-
tional assembly to be elected by universal male suffrage.

The Second Revolution
and the New Republic

The fall of the monarchy marked a radicalization of
the Revolution, a phase that historians often call the
second revolution. Louis’s imprisonment was followed
by the September Massacres. Fearing invasion by the
Prussians and riled up by rumors that counter-
revolutionaries would aid the invaders, angry crowds
stormed the prisons and killed jailed priests and aris-
tocrats. In late September 1792 the new, popularly
elected National Convention, which replaced the Leg-
islative Assembly, proclaimed France a republic, a na-
tion in which the people, instead of a monarch, held
sovereign power.

As with the Legislative Assembly, many members of
the new National Convention belonged to the Jacobin
Club of Paris. But the Jacobins themselves were
increasingly divided into two
bitterly opposed groups—the
Girondists (jub-RAHN-dihsts)
and the Mountain, led by Robes-
pierre and another young lawyer,
Georges Jacques Danton.

This division emerged clearly
after the National Convention
overwhelmingly convicted Louis
XVI of treason. The Girondists
accepted his guilt but did not
wish to put the king to death. By
a narrow majority, the Mountain
carried the day, and Louis was ex- politics.
ecuted on January 21, 1793, by
guillotine, which the French had
recently perfected. Marie Antoi-
nette suffered the same fate later
that year. But both the Girondists
and the Mountain were deter-
mined to continue the “war
against tyranny.” The Prussians
had been stopped at the Battle of
Valmy on September 20, 1792,
one day before the republic was proclaimed. French
armies then invaded Savoy and captured Nice, moved
into the German Rhineland, and by November 1792
were occupying the entire Austrian Netherlands {mod-
ern Belgium).

Everywhere they went, French armies of occupation
chased princes, abolished feudalism, and found sup-
port among some peasants and middle-class people.
But French armies also lived off the land, requisition-
ing food and supplies and plundering local treasures.

republicans.

Jacobin Club A political
club in revolutionary France
whose members were
well-educated radical

Girondists A moderate
group that fought for control
of the French National
Convention in 1793.

the Mountain Led by
Robespierre, the French
National Convention's
radical faction, which seized
legislative power in 1793.
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second revolution From
1792 10 1795, the second
phase of the French
Revolution, during which
the fall of the French
monarchy introduced a
rapid radicalization of
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The liberators therefore looked increasingly like foreign
invaders. Meanwhile, international tensions mounted.
In February 1793 the National Convention, at war
with Austria and Prussia, declared war on Britain, the
Dutch Republic, and Spain as well. Republican France
was now at war with almost all of Europe.

Groups within France added to the turmoil. Peas-
ants in western France revolted against being drafted
into the army, with the Vendée region of Brittany
emerging as the epicenter of revolt. Devout Catholics,

_royalists, and foreign agents encouraged their rebel-

lion, and the counter-revolu-
recruited veritable

tionaries
& "9"(\ armies to fight for their cause.
- \ In March 1793 the Na-
ey } tional Convention was locked
& 'pr{-imhw i in a life-and-death political
- A : 2 struggle between members of
VENDEE FRANCE the Mountain and the more
“: | fivéns moderate Girondists. With
j,\..“m gl "---? the middle-class delegates so
" - = bitterly divided, the people of
Ly . ‘LAM"--"“-'“]"" Paris once again emerged as
SPAIN g the decisive political factor.

Mediterranean

The laboring poor and the

Sea

Vendée Rebellion petty traders were  often

Countertgvalutionary S known as the sans-culottes
insurrections .

because their men wore trou-

Areas of Insurrection, 1793 sers  instead of the knee

sans-culottes The laboring
poor of Paris, so called
because the men wore
trousers instead of the knee
breeches of the aristocracy
and middle class; the word
came to refer to the militant
radicals of the city.

Reign of Terror The period
from 1793 to 1794 during
which Robespierre’s
Committee of Public
Safety tried and executed
thousands suspected

of treason an

revolutionary culture was

imposed.

breeches of the aristocracy and
the solid middle class. (See “Primary Source 19.4:
Contrasting Visions of the Sans-Culottes,” at right.)
They demanded radical political action to defend the
Revolution. The Mountain, sensing an opportunity to
outmaneuver the Girondists, joined with sans-culottes
activists to engineer a popular uprising. On June 2,
1793, armed sans-culottes invaded the Convention and
forced its deputies to arrest twenty-nine Girondist
deputies for treason. All power
passed to the Mountain.

The Convention also formed
the Committee of Public Safety
in April 1793 to deal with threats
from within and outside France.
The committee, led by Robes-
pietre, held dictatorial power,
allowing it to use whatever
force necessary to defend the Rev-
olution. Moderates in leading
provincial cities revolted against
the committee’s power and de-
manded a decentralized govern-
ment. Counter-revolutionary
forces in the Vendée won signifi-
cant victories, and the republic’s
armies were driven back on all

d a new
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fronts. By July 1793 only the areas around Paris ang on
the eastern frontier were firmly held by the centra] gov.
ernment. Defeat seemed imminent.

Total War and the Terror

A year later, in July 1794, the central government hyg
reasserted control over the provinces, and the Austrigy
Netherlands and the Rhineland were once agaiy in
French hands. This remarkable change of fortune
due to the revolutionary government’s success in hap.
nessing the explosive forces of a planned economy,
revolutionary terror, and modern nationalism in a tgy]
war effort.

Robespicrre and the Committee of Public Safety.
advanced on several fronts in 1793 and 1794, scck_ing
to impose republican unity across the nation. Figst,
they collaborated with the sans-culottes, who contin-
ued pressing the common people’s case for fair prices
and a moral economic order. Thus in September 1793
Robespierre and his coworkers established a planned
economy with egalitarian social overtones. Rather than
let supply and demand determine prices, the govern-
ment set maximum prices for key products. Though
the state was too weak to enforce all its price regula-
tions, it did fix the price of bread in Paris at levels the
poor could afford.

The people were also put to work, mainly produc-
ing arms and munitions for the war effort. The govern-
ment told craftsmen what to produce, nationalized
many small workshops, and requisitioned raw materials
and grain. Through these economic reforms the sec-
ond revolution produced an emergency form of social-
ism, which thoroughly frightened Europe’s propertied
classes and greatly influenced the subsequent develop- L
ment of socialist ideology.

Second, while radical economic measures supplied
the poor with bread and the armies with weapons, the
Reign of Terror (1793-1794) enforced compliance
with republican beliefs and practices. Special revolu-
tionary courts responsible only to Robespierre’s Com-
mittee of Public Safety tried “enemies of the nation”
for political crimes. Some forty thousand French men
and women were executed or died in prison, making
Robespierre’s Reign of Terror one of the most contro-
versial phases of the Revolution. Presented as a neces-
sary measure to save the republic, the Terror was a
weapon directed against all suspected of opposing the
revolutionary government. As Robespierre himself put
it, “Ierror is nothing more than prompt, severe inflex-
ible justice.”* For many Europeans of the time, how-
ever, the Reign of Terror represented a frightening
perversion of the ideals of 1789,

In their efforts to impose unity, the Jacobins took
actions to suppress women’s participation in political
debate, which they perceived as disorderly and a dis-




PRIMARY SOURCE 19.4

Contrasting Visions of the Sans-Culottes

These two images offer profoundly different representations of a sans-culotte woman. The image on the left was
created by a French artist, while the image on the right is English. The French words above the image on the right
read in part, “Heads! Blood! Death! . . . | am the Goddess of Liberty! . . . Long Live the Guillotine!”

(Bibliotheque nationale de France)

EVALUATE THE EVIDENCE

L
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(Biblioth&que nationale de France)

1. How would you describe the woman on the left? What qualities does the artist seem to ascribe to
her, and how do you think these qualities relate to the sans-culottes and the Revolution? How
would you characterize the facial expression and attire of the woman on the right? How does the
inclusion of the text contribute to your impressions of her?

2. What does the contrast between these two images suggest about differences between French
and English perceptions of the sans-culottes and of the French Revolution? Why do you think the

‘artists have chosen to depict women?

fraction from women’s proper place in the home. On
October 30, 1793, the National Convention declared
that “the clubs and popular societies of women, under
Whatevt:r denomination are prohibited.” Among those
onvicted of sedition was writer Olympe de Gouges,
Who was sent to the guillotine in November 1793.
e Terror also sought to bring the Revolution into
sﬂre‘:f[).ects of everyday life, The government spon-
revolutionary art and songs as well as a new series

of secular festivals to celebrate republican virtue and
patriotism. Moreover, the government attempted to
rationalize French daily life by adopting the decimal
system for weights and measures and a new calendar
based on ten-day weeks. (See “Living in the Past: A
Revolution of Culture and Daily Life,” page 632.) An-
other important element of this cultural revolution
was the campaign of de-Christianization, which aimed
to eliminate Catholic symbols and beliefs. Fearful of the
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Chapter 19 Revolutions in Politics

The Guillotine Prior to the
French Revolution, methods
of execution included
hanging and being broken at
the wheel. Only nobles
enjoyed the privilege of a
relatively swift and painless
death by decapitation,
delivered by an executioner’s
ax. The guillotine, a model of
which is shown here, was
devised by a French revolu-
tionary doctor named
Guillotin as a humane and
egalitarian form of execu-
tion. lronically, due to the
mass executions under the
Terror, it is now seen instead
as a symbol of revolutionary

cruelty. (Musée de la Ville de Paris,
Musée Carnavalet, Paris/Giraudon,
The Bridgeman Art Library)

hostility aroused in rural France, however, Robespierre
called for a halt to de-Christianization measures in
mid-1794.

The third and perhaps most decisive element in the
French republic’s victory over the First Coalition was
its ability to draw on the power of dedication to a
national state and a national mission. An essential part
of modern nationalism, which would fully emerge
throughout Furope in the nineteenth century, this
commitment was something new in history. With a
common language and a common tradition newly re-
inforced by the ideas of popular sovereignty and democ-
racy, large numbers of French
people were stirred by a common
loyalty. They developed an intense
emotional commitment to the de-
fense of the nation, and they saw
the war against foreign opponents
as a life-and-death struggle be-
tween good and evil.

Thermidorian reaction
A reaction to the violence
of the Reign of Terror in
1794, resulting in the
execution of Robespierre
and the loosening of
economic controls.

The Execution of Robespierre  Completely wooden except
for the heavy iron blade, the guillotine was painted red for
Robespierre’s execution, a detail not captured in this
black-and-white engraving of the 1794 event. Large crowds
witnessed the execution in a majestic public square in central
Paris, then known as the Place de la Revolution and now

called the Place de la Concorde (Harmony Square). (Universal
History Archive/UIG/The Bridgeman Art Library)

The all-out mobilization of French resources under
the Terror combined with the fervor of nationalism
to create an awesome fighting machine. After August
1793 all unmarried young men were subject to the
draft, and by January 1794 French armed forces out-
numbered those of their enemies almost four to one.”
Well trained, well equipped, and constantly indoctri-
nated, the enormous armies of the republic were led
by young, impetuous generals. These generals often
had risen from the ranks, and they personified the op-
portunities the Revolution offered gifted sons of the
people. By spring 1794 French armies were victorious
on all fronts. The republic was saved.

The Thermidorian Reaction
and the Directory

The success of the French armies led Robespierre and

the Committee of Public Safety to relax the emer-
gency economic controls, but they extended the po-
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litical Reign of Terror. In March 1794

critics. Two weeks later Robespicerre sent
Jong-standing collaborators whom he be-
lieved had turned against him, including

respectable middle-class lawyers and pro-
fessionals who bad led the liberal revolu- June 1791

This period of Thermidorian reaction, as
it was called, hearkened back to the begin-

in favor of moderate policies that favored
property owners. In 1795 the National
Convention abolished many economic
controls, let prices rise sharply, and se-
verely restricted the local political organi-
zations through which che sans-culottes
exeried cheir strength. February
In 1795 the middle-class members of

nomic position and political supremacy. June 1793
As in previous elections, the mass of the
population could vote only for electors
who would in turn elect the legislators, but

by instating a substantial property require- July1794
‘Ment. It also inaugurated a bicameral legis-
Iy ve system for the first tme in the
olution, with a Council of 500 serving 1795
= the lower house that initiated legislation
d 3 Council of Elders (composed of [
“vout 250 members aged forty years or
.:,aldﬂ‘) acting as the upper house that ap-
Proved new laws. To prevent a new Robespierre from
‘Monopolizing power, the new Assembly granted exec-
Uive power to a five-man body, called the Directory.
he Directory continued to support French military
“pansion abroad. War was no longer so much a cru-
Y€ as a response to economic problems. Large, victo-
] 21 French armies reduced unemployment at home.
- OWever, the French people quickly grew weary of the

World War and Republican France, 1791-1799

Robespierre’s Terror wiped out many of his The French ReVOIUtion

Danton, to the guillotine. A group of radi- MiBy 3, 1789 :
cals and moderates in the Convention, June 17,1789
knowing that they might be next, orga- June 20,1789
nized a conspiracy. They howled down July 14,1789
Robespierre when he tried to spealk 0 the July-August1789
National C()nvcnt}_(_)n on July 27, ]_79'4.—:1 August 4, 1789
date known as 9 Thermidor according to '
2 X - . August 27,1789
France’s newly adopted republican calen- )
dar. The next day it was Robespierre’s curn October 5, 1789
to be guillotined.

As Robespierre’s closest supporters fol- November 1789
Jowed their leader to the guillotine, the July 1790

tion of 1789 reasserted their authority. August 1791

nings of the Revolution; the middle class April 1792
rejected the radicalism of the sans-culottes August 1792

September 1792

January 1793

1793

the National Convention wrote yet an- March 1793
other constitution to guarantee their eco- April 1793

September 1793
October 1793

the new constitution greatly reduced the 1793-1794
Number of men eligible to become electors Spring 1794

corruption and ineflfectiveness that characterized the
Directory. 'This general dissatisfaction revealed itself
clearly in the national clections of 1797, which re-
turned a large number of conservative and even mon-
archist deputies who favored peace at almost any price.
"Two years later Napoleon Bonaparte ended the Direc-
tory in a coup d’état (koo day-TAII) and substituted a
strong dictatorship for a weak one.
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LIVING IN THE PAST

A Revolution of Culture and Daily Lnﬂ

social change to France, removing one of the oldest

monarchies in Europe in favor of broad-based repre-
sentative government and eliminating age-old distinctions
between nobles and commoners. Revolutionaries feared,
however, that these measures were not enough to trans-
form the nation. They therefore undertook a parallel revolu-
tion of culture intended to purify and regenerate the French
people and turn former royal subjects into patriotic citi-
zens capable of realizing the dream of liberty, equality, and
fraternity.

To bring about cultural revolution, officials of the new
republic targeted the most fundamental elements of daily
life: the experience of space and time. Prior to the Revolu-
tion, regions of France had their own systems of measure-
ment, meaning that the length of an inch or the weight of
a pound differed substantially across the realm. Disgusted
with the inefficiency of this state of affairs and deter-
mined to impose national unity, the government
adopted the decimal-based metric system first
proposed in 1670. The length of the meter
was scientifically set at one ten-millionth {..

A

_rfa he French Revolution brought sweeping political and

of the distance from the pole to the
equator. Henceforth all French citi-
zens would inhabit spaces that
were measured and divided in the
same way.

The government attempted
a similar rationalization of the
calendar. Instead of twelve
months of varying lengths,
each of the twelve months on
the new revolutionary calen-
dar was made up of three ten-
day weeks, with a five- or
six-day interval at the end of
each year. To mark the total re-

Plate showing a festival of the Cult of the Supreme
Being. (Erich Lessing/Art Resource, NY)

began at Year 1 on the day of the foundation of the French
republic (September 22,1792). A series of festivals with Pa-
triotic themes replaced the traditional Catholic feast days,
One of the most important was the festival of the Cult of
the Supreme Being (a form of deism promoted by Robesp;.
erre as the state religion). There was even a short-lived at.
tempt to put the clock on a decimal system. g

Cultural revolution also took on more concrete forms,
Every citizen was required to wear a tricolor cockade on hjs
or her hat to symbolize loyalty to the republic. Enterprising
merchants sold a plethora of everyday goods with revoly-
tionary themes. One could eat from revolutionary plates,
drink from revolutionary mugs, waft revolutionary fans, and
even decorate the home with revolutionary wallpaper. Liv-
ing the French Revolution meant entering a whole new
world of sense and experience.
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Revolutionary calendar. (Musée de la Ville de Paris, Musée Carnavalet, Paris,

France/Giraudon/The Bridgeman Art Library)

QUESTIONS FOR ANALYSIS

1. How easy do you think it would have been to follow the

new revolutionary calendar? Why did revolutionaries
believe it was necessary to create a new calendar?

- How would you describe the festival of the Supreme
Being as it is shown on the plate? What values of the
Revolution does it seem to emphasize?

- Why were ordinary objects, like plates and playing cards,
decorated with symbols of the Revolution? What does
‘this tell you about the ways everyday life was drawn into
the experience of revolution?

Revolutionary playing card.

(Musée de la Ville de Paris, Musée
Carnavalet, Paris, France/Giraudon/
The Bridgeman Art Library)
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