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Skill: Drawing Conclusions 


Each society has its own systems of values and beliefs that guide people's lives. In India, the values 
taught by Mohandas Gandhi were a major influence on the struggle for independence. In this selection, 
Gandhi describes the concept of satyagralia. Studying such systems of beliefs helps historians to draw 
conclusions about the goals and actions of eo le in a society. Read the selection and answer the 
questions that follow. Refer to text page & for background information. 


5 . . . Satyagraha differs from Passlve Resistance 
as the North Pole from the South. The latter has 
been conceived as a weapon of the weak, and does 
not exclude the use of physical force or violence 
for the purpose of gaining one's end, whereas the 
former has been conceived as a weapon of the 
strongest and excludes the use of violence in any 
shape or form. 


7. Its root meaning is holding on to truth. 
Hence truth-force. . . . The doctnne came to mean 
vindication of truth not by infliction of suffering 
on the opponent, but on one's self. 


8. . . . V~olence is the negation of this great 
spiritual force. . . . It is a force that may be used by 


Source M .  K Gandhi, Satyagraha In Gandhi's Own Words 


individuals as well as by communities. It may be 
used as well in whtical as in domestic affairs. Its 
universal applicability is a demonstration of its 
permanence and ~nvincibility. . . . 


9. . . . When you have failed to bring the error 
home to the lawgiver by way of petitions and the 
like, the only remedies open to you, . . . are to 
compel him to yield to you either by physical 
force or by suffering in your own person, by 
inviting the penalty for the breach of his laws. 
Hence Satyagraha largely appears to the public as 
Civil Disobedience or Civil Resistance . . . 


1. How does Gandhi define satyagraha? 


2. Identify two ways in which satyagraha differs from passive resistance. 


3. What kinds of actions are satyagrahis expected to take? 


4. To what types of situations can satyagraha be applied! 


5. What does Gandhi hope satyagraha will accomplish? 
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Each society hasits own systems of alues and belcisthat guide people’ ivs. In India, the vatoes
aught by Mobandas Gandhi were a major nffocnce on the strugele for independence. I this selction,
Gandhi descibes the concept of satyagraba. Studylag such systcms of belics helps historians to deaw
conclusions sbout the goals and actions of people in a society. Read the slection and answes the
auestons that follow. Reer o text
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1. How does Gandhi define satyagrahal

5. When you have aled t bing the eror
home 1 te lawgiver by way of petitions and the
lik, he ool remedies open 10 you . are to
compel him (o yild t0you ither b piyical
foree or by uffering n your own person, by
nvitng the penaty for he breach of bis Lows.
Hence Satygraha gy appears to the pblic s
Givi Disobednnce of vl Resitance ..

2. Identify two ways in which satyagraha diffrsfrom passive resistance.

3. What kinds of actions are satyagrabis expected totaket

4. To what types of situstions can satyagrababeapplieat

5. What does Gandhi hope satyagrsha will sccomplisht
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