Ten  years of dancmg until .
.ﬂawn, non-stop

represented the times better than
author F. Scott Fi d. et ’fc

Today,Fitzgcmld,d\cautborof
four novels and 160 short stories, is

he had a very different reputation dur—
ing his lifetime. Hc:mdhxsghmomus
wife, Zelda, wcrcdncconsmnnutcpar

spent until their last dollar was gone, -
and drank until the bottles were empty.
When the Great Depression of the -
1930s ended the party, Fitzgerald’s star
crashed like the stock market. -
Bom in St. Paul, Minnesota, in
1896, Fitzgerald entered a family with a
modest daim on history. His father was
a furniture salesman. His distant rela-
tives included Francis Scott Key, the
“Star Spangled Banner” writer after
whom Fitzgerald was named, and 2
woman who was hanged for her role in
the assassination of President Lincoln.
Asa young man, Fizgerald was

into drama dubs and sodial dircles. But
he neglected his studies and flunked
out. He then enlisted in the army and
was stationed in Montgomery, Alaba-
ma. There he fell in love with Zelda
Sayre, one of the wealthiest and most
desirable girls in the state. He wanted
to marry her, but when Zelda leamed
his new job in advertising paid just $90
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was as fam_o_u S for hlS
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tics. And it lasted adocade.

A

spending,
-z 'and bootleg gin. It was the, =57
Roanng’ZOs when‘America was awash -
in prosperity and rebellion. And no one ~enou

revered as a great American writer. But i

ty couple. Everywhere they went, they

ide of Paradise (1920),
,h!t,apwaﬂyamongyomg ¢
‘poople. Though the teensin . §
the book do little more than’
:kiss, dnnktoomuch,andtalk
f_ruddy,dmwrcnoughto
- -brand them as rebels, andmakc

-JFitZngnldasmr. =R ol
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mamod, moved to In Paris,
Fitzgerald rubbed clbows with great
htx:raryﬁgurcs:swdlasanunknown '
* young writer named Emest H
way. ItwasalsomPanst}utF'tzgcrald
wrote his finest novd, The Great Gats-
by. Although a finandial disappoint-

- ment, critics trumpeted Gatsbyas a

+ great work. Gausby displayed Fitzgerald’s
' slg,mturc outlook on wealth —what one

~.crtic called his “doublc vision” With a
mjmuc of admiration and disdain,

Fitzgerald describes Gatsby’s pink suits

. and lavish partics. But he also depicts

cager to join high society. He attended d:coonscquamofahfcmudndlrml
" Princeton University and threw himself  valucs are sacrificed for money.

The Amenca that the Fitzgcmlds

* came home to in 1930 was very differ-
- ent from the one they had [eft. The
Depression had devastated the country,

and Fitzgerald’s next book, Tender is
the Night (1934), was a flop. In the
midst of hard times, nobody wanted to
read about wealthy young people

. -cavorting on the Riviera.

- medical bills mounted Fllzgcrald

.- tumed to writing Hollywood scnp
. ; but without success. The man who was

- onccdlchxghcstpmdauthormd\c B

diagnosed w1th sduzophrcma, and h_c;

S

country, camned just $13.13 from hls
wnungmdlclastymrofhjs lifes ™o

_Then, in 1940, Fitzgerald suffered
ahan attack and died at the age of 44,
His death was hardly noted. The few
newspapers that carried his obltuary -
got the titles of his books wro

-Barely 30 people attended hs fum:r:ﬂ

. Musing on the fleeting
g nature of

fame, Fitzgerald once wrote: “There

are no second acts in American hvcs

out of style_
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