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Advanced Placement European History
Unit I: Chapter 3, Section 12 & 13 Key Terms and Reading Questions:
The Commercial Revolution & Changing Social Structures

Key Terms:

Entrepreneur

Johann Fugger

usury 

Fuggerism

mercantilism

English Poor Law

bourgeoisie

grammar schools 


colleges

hidalgos

plebeians

Junkers

hereditary subjection

robot 

corvee 

internal tariffs 


Section 12 & 13 Questions:

1. What were the three factors that contributed to the great economic readjustment that took place in Europe beginning in the fourteenth century? 
2. By the early 17th century, which two countries of Europe and which two cities of Europe were the most populated? 
3. Define the Commercial Revolution in terms of time and economics. 
4. List some examples of new industries of the 15th and 16th centuries that fit easily into the new capitalist economic model of the times: 
5. Explain the difference between commercial capitalism and industrial capitalism. 
6. Explain the overall general goal of mercantilism, and the steps by which this system would work to attain this goal. 
7. As a result of the Commercial Revolution, European society began to divide into what four social classes? 
8. Although economics played a role in drawing the aristocrat and bourgeoisie classes together, what factor kept them apart? 
9. The majority of the European population during the Commercial Revolution was comprised of what social class? 
10. What was the driving motivation behind charitable relief in European society such as .the English Poor Law of 1601? 
11. Besides economic forces, what other factors contributed to people's social position in European history? 
12. What was the main social difference between Eastern and Western Europe which was becoming apparent by the 16th century?
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