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A  W E B Q U E S T  

Deforestation 



The world’s forests are the lungs of the earth and they contain much of its biodiversity.  

 About half of the world’s original forests have been lost during the last fifty years.  

 

Learn more about the effects of this loss and what can be done to protect the forests that remain. 

http://wwf.panda.org/about_our_earth/deforestation/


 

The main reason why tropical rainforests are cleared is to create farmland. 

 

Find out more here.  

 

http://earthobservatory.nasa.gov/Features/Deforestation/deforestation_update3.php


 

A commodity is a raw 

material or agricultural 

product.  

 

 

See which commodities 

drive rainforest 

destruction here. 

http://www.ucsusa.org/global-warming/stop-deforestation/whats-driving-deforestation


 

 

Palm oil 

plantations 

are taking 

the place of 

rainforests 

in Indonesia, 

Malaysia and 

elsewhere.  

 

 

 

 

 

Palm oil has 

many uses 

on the world 

market but 

most of it is 

not yet 

produced 

sustainably.  

 

Learn more.  

http://www.wwf.org.au/what-we-do/food/palm-oil
http://www.wwf.org.au/what-we-do/food/palm-oil
http://www.wwf.org.au/our_work/saving_the_natural_world/forests/palm_oil/


 

Many people are not aware that beef production  

is a major cause of rainforest clearing.    

 

Learn more here. 

 

And here. 

 

 

http://www.zerodeforestationcattle.org/index.html#reading/ch1t2
http://www.zerodeforestationcattle.org/index.html#reading/ch3t1

