
 
 

The Bubonic Plague 
Online Introduction  

 

 

Main Idea: The Bubonic, or Black, Plague was a catastrophic event that seriously impacted 

Europe during the Middle Ages and led to the decline of feudalism. Today, as an introduction to the 

Black Plague, you will be viewing many different types of resources to gain an overview of what the 

Black Plague was; how and where it spread; and what the effects of it were for Europe.  

Directions:  

Use the answer sheet given to you in class to record all your answers. If you are working with a 

partner, you each need your own paper! Click on each link below, and then answer the following 

questions on your answer sheet. You do not need to write in complete sentences; just answer the 

question thoroughly and completely!   

Source 1: Black Plague Painting 

1. Based on the picture, predict two consequences of the Plague for Europe. 

Source 2: Black Death Picture 

2. Based on this picture, what was one of the most visible symptoms of the Plague? 

Source 3: Spread of the Black Death: Interactive Map 

3. What was the date (month and year) that the Plague first entered Europe?  

4. Where did the Plague first enter Europe? 

5. What happened from December 1347 to December 1348? Write at least two observations you 

can make based on the map.  

6. Over what major geographic feature did the Plague manage to cross between December 1348 

and June 1349? How did this happen? 
 

7. What group of people was blamed for the Plague in Germany?  

8. Describe the areas spared by the Plague. Why do you think this occurred? 

Source 4: The Black Death: Symptoms  

9. What were three forms of the Black Death? 

10. List and explain three signs that a person was infected with the Black Death. 

11. List and explain at least two ways that people reacted to the Plague spreading. 

12. Read the section titled: “The Breakdown of Social Order” OR the section titled “Mass Burials”. 

Explain, in five sentences or less, what this person is revealing about the Plague.  

Source 5: The Plague Doctor 

http://science.nationalgeographic.com/science/health-and-human-body/human-diseases/plague-article/
http://simple.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Black_Death.jpg
http://wadsworth.cengage.com/history_d/templates/student_resources/0534600069_spielvogel/InteractiveMaps/swfs/map11_1.html
http://www.eyewitnesstohistory.com/plague.htm
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=plIQdL84_YI


13. View the short video on the Plague Doctor. Then, use the image on your answer sheet to circle 

at least three parts of the doctor’s outfit and explain their purposes.   

If you have Source 6 (numbers 14 and15) on your answer sheet, please skip 
them! 

 

Post Research Questions: 

Answer the four Post Research Questions found on your answer sheet. There is not one 

single source that have the answers; rather, the answers are found in a combination of 

sources from today. 

 

If you finish early, take some time to review what you’ve learned by playing this game: 

Review Game 

 

Optional Video Clips to Watch: 

Black Death Extinction 

Plague 

 

http://www.sciencemuseum.org.uk/broughttolife/themes/diseases/black_death.aspx
http://www.history.com/topics/black-death/videos/black-plague-extinction
http://www.history.com/topics/black-death/videos/plague?m=528e394da93ae&s=undefined&f=1&free=false

