
AP Environmental Science Unit 5 Optional Assignment - Endangered/Threatened Species  
 
Go to this website and read the background information regarding the Endangered Species Act 

http://www.fws.gov/endangered/esa-library/pdf/ESA_basics.pdf  

 

Select a species to research that will be the basis for this assignment. Make sure your species is on the current 

endangered/threatened species list. You can check for status updates using the following websites:  

http://www.fws.gov/endangered/ fish and wildlife service  

http://www.earthsendangered.com/ Earth’s endangered species  

http://www.iucnredlist.org/ The IUCN Red list  

http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/pr/species/esa/ NOAA’s list of marine species  

 

Choose any one of the following forms to prepare a presentation about an endangered species that you will research 

thoroughly.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

artoon, painting, etc. – Written component is also required)  

 

 

 

Information to Research  
 

critically endangered)  

– e.g. South Texas – and description e.g. brushy with mild 

winters)  

 

 

 

 

nomic; e.g. it is an important producer in its ecosystem, e.g. it is used 

to produce cancer-fighting medicine, etc.)  

 

six degrees of separation” from the endangered plant or animal you chose 

(connections through food chains, resource use, ecosystems, or anything else.) These connections can be very direct or 

indirect, but exemplify the idea that all life is connected, and that our actions affect other species to some degree whether 

consciously or unconsciously. 

Example:  I buy a really neat piece of furniture that uses wood from the habitat of African gorillas. By 

purchasing that product, I indirectly support the deforestation of the lowland Gorilla habitat, and contribute to 

their population decline.  

 
*You must include a written citation of at least 3 different sources.  

**If you do a poem, song, PowerPoint, create a piece of novel artwork, etc., you should be prepared to share it with 

the class, and it must be school appropriate.  
 

Grading  

 

 

 

 

Total Possible Points 30 


