To Kill a Mockingbird- Background Information
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sgC09oMIwLc
Nelle Harper Lee—her life
· Born April 28, ____, in Monroeville, Alabama

· Grew up and established a strong friendship with neighbor, _____________

· Attended _______________ College (1944-45); Studied __________ at University of Alabama (1945-1949); Studied for one year at ________________ University

Nelle Harper Lee—her writing
· To Kill a Mockingbird is her ______________________.

· Submitted TKAM in 1957;  ___________

· Spent  ________  years revising

· In 1960, TKAM ________________ to widespread acclaim.

· Pulitzer Prize—_________;  Movie version won four Academy Awards--_________

TKAM—the novel
· Written during the __________________

· _______________________ were fighting for equal rights.

Major Civil Rights Events
· The Montgomery Bus Boycott (Rosa Parks):

African Americans avoided _____________ for an entire year in protest of segregation.

· The Little Rock/Central High School Crisis:

The National Guard was called in to prevent African American students from enrolling in an _________________.
Notable Civil Rights Activists
______________________ and ____________________
TKAM—Setting
· While the novel was written in the late 1950s, it takes place in the ________ when the segregation sentiment was high.

· Historically, the novel takes place around the time of the _____________________________, The 1929 Stock Market Crash, and World War 1.

TKAM—Society at that time…

· A definite ______________________________ existed

· Upper and middle class whites lived in nice neighborhoods. (The Finch family)

· Lower class whites lived on the outskirts of town in rundown shacks. (____________________________________________________________________)

· African Americans lived even farther away from civilization.

· Often many generations shared a ____________.

The novel…

· forces the reader to look at ______________________ in our society.

· allows the reader to examine prejudice and ____________________.

· permits the reader to analyze characters as they move form innocence to maturity in a realistic historical setting.

Characters

· Scout Finch-- __________________________________________________________________________
Semi-__________________________ character

Lee would’ve been the same age as __________ at the time the novel took place.

Lee’s ____________ was a lawyer like Scout’s father.

Lee’s hometown of _________________ shares similarities with Maycomb.
· Atticus Finch—_________________________________________________________________________
An ___________________; Respected in the ____________.

· Jem Finch—__________________________________________________________________________
· Dill—________________________________________________________________________________
· Calpurnia—__________________________________________________________________________ 

· Boo Radley—_________________________________________________________________________
What is a mockingbird?
· The __________ state bird, which does not have _________________. Instead, it ___________________ of other birds. Killing a mockingbird is __________________.

· In the novel, the mockingbird is an important __________ of innocence destroyed by evil.
To Kill a Mockingbird 
Pre-reading Activity
1)  Use the internet to find ten facts about each of the following topics.  Write all ten facts in the space below each topic.

1. Ku Klux Klan

2. Jim Crow Laws

3. Race Relations in the 1930’s

2)  Now write a paragraph for the three topics (a total of five sentences).  Your paragraphs will include:

· a strong topic sentence
· at least five facts (from the research you have just completed)
· any other supporting details you wish to include
· an effective concluding sentence which wraps up the information in your paragraph.
3)  After you have written three paragraphs, make at least five predictions about any issue or topics that might be covered in the novel, To Kill A Mockingbird.  Write your predictions in the space below.

To Kill a Mockingbird                                                         Name:
Vocabulary Study List

Chapters 1 through 11

1. assuaged (v):          

When Jem’s arm healed and his fears of never being able to play football were assuaged, he was seldom self-conscious about his injury.

2. chattels (n):           

Simon, having forgotten his teacher’s dictum on the possession of human chattels, bought three slaves and with their help established a homestead on the banks of the Alabama River.

3. dictum (n):          

See above sentence.

4. taciturn (adj.):               

Aunt Alexandra married a taciturn man who spent most of his time lying in a hammock.

5. illicitly (adv.):                

I never deliberately learned to read, but somehow I had been relaxing illicitly with the daily papers.

6. indigenous (adj.):           

“This says I am Miss Caroline Fisher.  I am from North Alabama, from Winston County.”  The class murmured apprehensively, should she prove to harbor her share of peculiarities indigenous to that region.

7. expounding (v):                

Atticus was expounding farm problems when Walter interrupted to ask if there was any molasses in the house.

8. erratic (adj.):                   

Calpurnia was furious, and when she was furious, her grammar became erratic.  When peaceful, her grammar was as good as anyone’s in Maycomb County.

9. contemptuous (adj.):               

The boy did not answer.  Instead he gave a contemptuous snort.

10. auspicious (adj.):                      

 The remainder of my school days were no more auspicious than the first.

11. abominable (adj.):             

Dill had discarded the abominable blue shorts that were buttoned to his shirt and wore real short pants with a belt.

12. benign (adj):                 

Until Jem and Dill excluded me from their plans, she was only another lady in the neighborhood, but a relatively benign presence.

13. magisterial (adj.):                 

Miss Maudie was a widow, a chameleon lady who worked in her flower beds in an old straw hat and men’s coveralls, but after her five o’clock bath, she would appear on her front porch and reign over the street in magisterial beauty.

14. benevolence (n):           

Miss Maudie’s benevolence extended to Jem and Dill whenever they paused in their pursuits:  we reaped the benefits of a talent Miss Maudie had hitherto kept hidden from us.  She made the best cakes in the neighborhood.

15. ensuing (adj.):                    

Jem said Mr. Avery misfigured, Dill said he must drink a gallon a day, and the ensuing contest to determine relative distances and respective prowess only made me feel left out again, as I was untalented in this area.

16. prowess (n):                  

See above sentence.

17.  meditative (adj.):            

When we passed our tree, he gave it a meditative pat on its cement and remained deep in thought.

18. unfathomable (adj.):               

For reasons unfathomable to the most experienced prophets in Maycomb County, autumn turned to winter that year.

19. accosted (v):                            

Mr. Avery accosted us. 

                  “See what you’ve done,” he said.  “It hasn’t snowed in Maycomb for a long

                    time.  It’s bad children like you makes the seasons change.”

20.  innate (adj.):                     

            Uncle Jack raised his eyebrow and said nothing.  I proceeded on the dim 

        theory, aside from the innate attractiveness of such words, that if Atticus 

        discovered I had picked them up at school he wouldn’t make me go.
SHORT ANSWER STUDY GUIDE QUESTIONS - To Kill A Mockingbird

Chapters 1-3

1. Identify 

Atticus Finch-
Jean Louise (Scout) Finch- 

Jem Finch-
Maycomb- 

Calpurnia-
Charles Baker (Dill) Harris-
The Radley Place- 

Stephanie Crawford- 

Arthur (Boo)Radley- 

Miss Caroline Fisher- 

Walter Cunningham-
Burris Ewell-
2. What did Dill dare Jem to do?

3. What was Scout's first "crime" at school?

4. What was Calpurnia's fault?

5. Why did Scout rub Walter Cunningham's nose in the dirt?

6. Scout said, " He ain't company, Cal, he's just a Cunningham." What did she mean by

that, and what was Cal's answer?

7. What two mistakes did Miss Caroline make on the first day of school?

8. Why didn't the Ewells have to go to school?
Chapters 4-7

1. What did Scout and Jem find in the Radleys' tree?

2. Identify Mrs. Dubose.

3. How did Jem get even with Scout for contradicting him about "Hot Steams?"

4. What was the Boo Radley game?

5. Identify Miss Maudie.

6. What does Miss Maudie think of the Radleys?

7. Why do Dill and Jem want to give Boo Radley a note? What does Atticus say when he

finds out about their plan?

8. How did Jem lose his pants? What did he find when he went back for them?

9. What else did Jem and Scout find in the Radleys' tree?

10. Why would there be no more surprises in the tree?

Chapters 8-9
1. What happened to Miss Maudie's house? What was her reaction?

2. Identify Cecil Jacobs.

3. What "disaster" happened at Christmas between Scout and Francis?

4. What did Scout's Uncle Jack learn from Scout and Atticus?

Chapters 10-11

1. What brave thing does Atticus do in Chapter 10? Why are Scout and Jem shocked?

2. What did Jem do when Mrs. Dubose said Atticus "lawed for (black people)?"

3. What was Jem's punishment?

4. What did Jem learn from his encounter with Mrs. Dubose and following her death?
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Name:____________________   TKAM-Vocabulary List 2—Chapters 11 to 20
1.   altercation (n):         
   After one altercation when Jem hollered,   “It’s time you start bein’ a girl 
   and actin’ right!”  I burst into tears and fled to Calpurnia.
2.   appalling (adj):    

   His appetite was appalling, and he told me so many times to stop pestering   

   him I consulted Atticus:  “Reckon he’s got a tapeworm?”
3.   elusive (adj):    

   Atticus paused watching me locate an elusive redbug on my leg. 

4.   resilient (adj):    

   As I passed the bed, I stepped on something warm, resilient, and rather     

   smooth. 
5.   reverent (adj):     

             “God Almighty.”  Jem’s voice was reverent.
6.   succinct (adj):  
             “Called ‘em off on a snipe hunt,” was the succinct answer.
7.   futility (n):  

   I began to sense the futility one feels when unacknowledged by a chance    

   acquaintance.

8.   prominent (adj):  

   Jem and Dill gave the histories and attitudes of the more prominent 

   figures. 

9. countenance (n):  

   Miss Maudie answered, “A merry heart maketh a cheerful countenance.”

10. complacently (adv):  

   Mr. Ewell wrote on the back of the envelope and looked up complacently to 

   see Judge Taylor staring at him…

11. mollified (v):  

Mayella gave Atticus a final tearful glance.

12. exodus (n):
As a rule, recess meant a general exodus, but today people weren’t moving.

13. expunge (v):  

Judge Taylor told the reporter to expunge anything he had happened to write down.

14. impudent (adj):  

“Are you being impudent to me, boy,” he said.

15. aridity (adj):    

His voice had lost its aridity, its detachment, and he was talking to the jury as if they were folks on the post office corner.

16. iota (n):  

The state has not produced one iota of medical evidence to the effect that the crime Tom Robinson is charged with ever took place.

17. contraband (n):  

In this case, she was no child hiding stolen contraband.
18. temerity (n):  

And so a quiet, respectable, humble black person who had the temerity to feel sorry for a white woman has had to put his word against two white people.

Chapters 12-14

1. How does Jem change?

2. Identify Lula, Zeebo and Reverend Sykes.

3. What does Scout learn about Calpurnia?

4. Who was waiting for the children when they came home from the church service? Why

had she come?

5. "Aunt Alexandra fitted into the world of Maycomb like a hand in a glove, but never into the

world of Jem and me." Explain.

6. Atticus and Alexandra disagree about how to deal with the children. How does Atticus

handle the situation?

7. Describe Jem and Scout's relationship through these chapters as Jem matures.

8. Why did Dill run away from home back to Maycomb?

Chapters 15-17
1. What did Mr. Heck Tate's mob want?

2. What was the purpose of Walter Cunningham's mob?

3. Why did Mr. Cunningham's mob leave?

4. Identify Mr. Dolphus Raymond.

5. Identify Tom Robinson, Mr. Gilmer, Bob Ewell, Mayella Ewell, and Judge Taylor.

6. What was the importance of Mayella's bruises being primarily on the right-hand side of

her face?

Chapters 18-20
1. What was Mayella's account of the incident with Tom Robinson?

2. What was Tom's side of the story?

3. What was Tom's handicap? Why was it important to his case?

4. What do Dill and Scout learn from Mr. Raymond?

5. What were Atticus' closing remarks to the jury?

Name: ____________________  





TKAM Chap 12-13

Using chapters 12-13 complete the following activities:

1. Identify 3 examples of irony.

1. Type:____________________

Example:_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Type:____________________

Example:_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Type:____________________

Example:_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Identify 5 examples of literary devices used in these chapters.

1. Type:____________________

Example:_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Type:____________________

Example:_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Type:____________________

Example:_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. Type:____________________

Example:_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. Type:____________________

Example:_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Name:________________




Chapters 16 – 18

Stereotypes 

Objective: Examining the use of stereotypical thinking and language in literature and life

Activity

Over the years, some popular stereotypes, or stock characters, have been the absent-minded professor, the

country bumpkin, the nagging wife, and the submissive husband. While we may laugh at these figures in a comedy, some people, unfortunately, believe that these one-dimensional figures represent real people, and this mistaken notion may lead to faulty judgments about actual individuals.

1. What stereotypical judgment about Tom Robinson does Mr. Tate seem to be making while testifying?

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

2. What stereotypical judgment about Atticus does Mr. Ewell seem to be making during his testimony?

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

3. The jury is described as follows:
“Sunburned, lanky, they seemed to be all farmers, but this was natural: townsfolk rarely sat on juries, they were either struck or excused. One or two of the jury looked vaguely like dressed-up Cunninghams.”

This passage describes the jury as one whole unit. What stereotypical judgment does it suggest to the

reader about the men who are on the jury and those who are not?

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________
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Name: ____________




Chapters 19 – 22

Generalization

Objective: Recognizing and correcting faulty generalizations

Activity

1. Write five faulty generalizations that you know of or have heard someone use recently Teenagers, schools, television shows, movies, music, etc., are frequent targets of generalizations. Write the generalization and a correction for it. The first one is done for you.

• Write five faulty generalizations.

1. Teenagers are loud and unruly in public.

2. ____________________________________________________________________________

3. ____________________________________________________________________________

4. ____________________________________________________________________________

5. ____________________________________________________________________________

• Correct the five generalizations so they are not faulty.

1. Teenagers who are loud and unruly in public represent only a segment of the teenage population.

2. ____________________________________________________________________________

3. ____________________________________________________________________________

4. ____________________________________________________________________________

5. ____________________________________________________________________________

2. In Chapter 20, Atticus tries to educate the jury about making generalizations. Write four generalizations he discusses and his proposed corrections.

• List the four generalizations Atticus discusses.

1. ____________________________________________________________________________

2. ____________________________________________________________________________

3. ____________________________________________________________________________

4. ____________________________________________________________________________

• Correct the four generalizations so they are not faulty.

1. ____________________________________________________________________________

2. ____________________________________________________________________________

3. ____________________________________________________________________________

4. ____________________________________________________________________________

TKAM Vocabulary Chapters 21 to 31
1. cynical: (adj.)   
 “I ain’t cynical Miss Alexandra.  Tellin’ the truth’s not cynical is it?
2. fatalistic: (adj.)  
 “Don’t you oh well me, sir,” Miss Maudie replied recognizing Jem’s fatalistic noises.
3. ruefully: (adv.) 
Jem grinned ruefully.  “Wish the rest of the county thought that.”

4. furtive: (adj.) 

“What on Earth could Ewell do to me, sister?”

     “Something furtive,” Aunt Alexandra said.

5. stolidly: (adv.) 

“Doesn’t make it right,” said Jem stolidly.

6. sordid: (adj.)  

I guess it’s to protect frail ladies from sordid cases like Tom’s.

7. squalid: (adj.)  
I heard Mrs. Grace Merriweather give a report on the squalid lives of the Mruna tribe.
8. apprehension: (noun) 
Ladies in bunches always filled me with vague apprehension.

9. largo:  (noun) 
She said in a stately largo, “The cooks and the field hands are just dissatisfied, but they’re settling down now.”
10. demise:  (noun)  

He met an untimely demise.

11. veneer:  (noun)    

That Robinson boy was legally married, they say he kept himself clean, went to church and all that, but when it comes down to the line the veneer is mighty thin.

12. ceased: (v) 

The Radley place had ceased to terrify me.

13. spurious:  (adj.) 

The rural children brought clippings from the Grit paper, a publication spurious with our teacher.

14. notoriety: (noun)  
His job lasted only as long as his notoriety.
15. purloined: (v) 

She was sure those traveling fur traders who came around two days ago had purloined their furniture.
Chapters 21-25

1. What was the jury's verdict?

2. Why did Jem cry?

3. What was "'round the back steps" when Calpurnia came in on Monday morning?

4. What was the significance of Maudie's two little cakes and one large one?

5. Describe Bob Ewell's meeting with Atticus at the post office.

6. What is Atticus' reaction to Ewell's threats?

7. Alexandra doesn't want Scout playing with Walter Cunningham. Why not?

8. Jem said. "I think I'm beginning to understand why Boo Radley's stayed shut up in the

house all this time . . . it's because he wants to stay inside." Why does he say that?

9. Mrs. Merriweather of the missionary circle complains about her cooks and field hands.

What does that tell us about her?

10. What happened to Tom Robinson?

11. What more do we learn about Alexandra after Atticus and Calpurnia leave?

12. What did Mr. Underwood's editorial say?

Chapters 26-31

1. What was Scout's fantasy regarding Arthur (Boo) Radley?

2. What did Scout hear Miss Gates say at the courthouse? In class, Miss Gates said,

"That's the difference between America and Germany. We are a democracy and

Germany is a dictatorship. . . . We don't believe in persecuting anybody. Persecution

comes from people who are prejudiced." What does this tell us about Miss Gates?

3. What happened to Judge Taylor?

4. What happened to Helen Robinson?

5. What was Scout's part in the pageant?

6. Why did Scout and Jem not leave the school until almost everyone else had gone?

7. What happened to Jem and Scout on the way home from the pageant?

8. Who saved Jem and Scout? Who killed Bob Ewell?

9. Why did Heck Tate insist that Bob Ewell fell on his own knife?

10. Scout arranged things so that "if Miss Stephanie Crawford was watching from her

upstairs window, she would see Arthur Radley escorting [her] down the sidewalk, as

any gentleman would do." Why did she do that?

11. As Scout leaves the Radley porch, she looks out at the neighborhood and recounts the

events of the last few years from the Radleys' perspective. Why is that important?
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Top 10 List: What Scout Learns
Create a top ten list of things that Scout learns throughout the novel. One is the most important thing and ten is the least important thing Scout has learned, in your opinion, based on examples from the novel.

Here is a selection of juicy sections from the novel to assist you in creating the list.

p. 18

p. 24

p. 28

p. 30

p. 33

p. 37

p. 39

p. 45

p. 57

p. 63

p. 74-6

p. 115

p. 126

p. 131

p. 143-4

p. 154-5

p. 157

p. 171

p. 199

p. 201

p. 210

p. 215-6

p. 233

p. 237-8

p. 241

p. 242-3

p. 247

p. 271-2

p. 274

p. 278-9

p. 281
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